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INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL PRACTITIONERS OF
NIGERIA (ESTABLISHMENT) ACT, 2023
ACT MNo. 41
AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL PRACTTIONERS OF MiGER1A
To RecuLars Ths AcTIvITES oF 15 MEMbERS ; avm PoR RELATED MATTERS

[26¢h Day of May, 2023]

ExacTiD by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of Nigeria—

Pagr | — Oriecnives aND APPLICATION
L.—{1) There is established the Institute of Environmental Practitioners
of Migeria in this Act referred 1o as “the Institute™).
{2} The Institute —

{a) is & body corporate with perpetual succession and a commeon seal ;

(k) may sue and be sved in its corporate name ; and

(¢} may acquire, hold or dispose of any movable or immaoveable property
for the purpose of its functions under this Act.

{3) The Institute shall perform the functions conferred on it bythe Council
under thts Act,

{4) The Headguarters of the Institute shall be established and maintained
in & suitable location in Nigeria as determined by the Council.

{5) The Council may make rules providing for the establishment and
maintenance of offices of the Institute in the States of the Federation,

2.—{ 1) There isestablished for the Institute a Governing Council (in this
Act referred to as “the Council™) charged with the administration and general
management of the Institute.

{2) The Council shall consist of—

{a) President of the Institute, who shall be the Chairman |

(h) Vice-President of the Institute who shall be the Vice-Chaimman ;
(¢) Registrar of the Institute, whio shall be appointed by the Couneil ;
{) National Treasurer of the Institute who shall be the Treasurer |

() Lepal Adviser of the Institute who shall be a legal practitioner with
a background in Environmental law ;

{f) the immediate past president of the Institute ;

{#) five elected representatives from Migerian Environmental Society,
Waste Management Society of Nigeria and other recognised affiliate
professional bodies in the Environmental sector approved by the Council ;
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{A) Chairman Board of Fellows of the Institute ; and
{1} Chairmen of committees of the Couneil,

{3} The provision of the Schedule to this Act shall regulate the proceedings

of the Council and related matters.

{4) Each member of the Council shall serve a term of two years and

may be eligible for another term of two years and no more,

3. The Institute shall —

(er) train and certify parsons who seek to be members of the institute :

(6) determine the standard of knowledge and skill w0 be attained by
persons secking to become registered members of the Institute and raise
those standards as circumstances may permit ;

{e) secure in accordance with the provisions of this Act, the establishment
and maintenance of a register of members, and the publication of the list of
those persons ;

(e} issue practice guidelines on environmental and safety measures for
members of the Institute ;

(e} provide consultancy services on environmental matters to the public
and the private sector ;

(f¥hold conferences, workshops seminars and symposia on contemporary
environmental issies ;

() take necessary actions, including removal of the names of defaulters
from the register, as the Council under this Act, may direct of require ; and

() perform any other duty as the Council may deem fit.

4. The Council shall —

() ensure the effective and efficient implementation of the functions of
the Institute ;

(b} supervise and monitor the operations of the Institute :

(=} maintain the highest level of integrity and honesty in the operations
of the Institute ;

{6} consider and approve the anmual budget of the Institute ;
(e} present report and accounts prepared by the Institute to the Minister :

{f} approve the audited accounts and consider management letters
from the external auditors ;

(g} appoint and remove auditors, provide necessary facilities and
remuneration ;

(/) take appropriate actions an all committees' recommendations ;
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{i) obtain from any authority or persons, charters, and concessions
necessary for the attainment of i3 purpose ;

(/i borrow money, receive grant and loans with the approval of the
Council without prejudice to any provision of this Act relating to the provisions
of funds ; and

(k) carry out such other activities as are necessary and expedient for
achieving the objectives and functions of the Institute under this Act.

5.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, only persons of good
character and integrity shall be admitted to membership of the Institute,

(2) Members admitted into the Institute shall possess adequate interest,
knowledge andunderstanding of environmental practices and other related
professions and may be registered in any of the following categories —

(a) Craduate Member, if the person has —

(i) spent &t least six years as an Associate, and

(i) been adjudgad by the Council to possess adequate knowledge of
environmental practice and management ;
(b} Fellow, if the person has —

(i} spent at least 10 years as a full member of the institute, or

(i) contributed significantly to the development of environmental
practice and management ;
(¢} Associate Member, if the person iz a —

(i holder of university degree or higher national diploma or itz
eguivalent or who has spent at least four years in an affiliate grade,

(i) holder of university degree or higher national diploma in
environmental science or any related discipline, or a person who has
performed duties at a senior level in envirenmental practice and
management continnoushy for at least six years,

(i} graduate of the Institute who has competently discharged executive
or advisory duties at a senior level in environmental practice and

management for at least four years since election 1o the grade of member,
and

(iv) non-graduate who has spent at least 10 years in an affiliate grade,
and possesses standard knowledge and qualities essential for a successful
environmental practice and manegement ; and
() Honourary Fellow, if the person is a member of the Institute or any

individual who, in the opinion of the Council, has contributed immensely to
the development of the environmental sector in any capacity,

Admiszion
into the
Institate
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(3) A member of the Institute shall be entitled to receive, from the
Coungil, a certificate in such form as the Council may approve for that purpese
and a Fellow or an Associate Member shall be entitled to use such letters
after his name as may be authorised by the Council as follows —

() a member registered into the category ofindividual membership shall

be entitled to use the initials “MIEPH™

() & member registered into the category of membership of Fellow
shall entitled to use the initials “FIEPN" ;

(¢} a member registered into the category of membership of Associate
shall be entitled to wse the initials “AIEPNT ;

() amember or an individual conferred with honorary Fellow shall be
entitled to use the initials “FIEPN (Hon)™.

Panr [ — Fvancual Provisions
6.—( 1) There is established the fund of the institute {in this Act referred
to as “the Fund™) which shall be managed and controlled by the Council.
{2} There shall be paid into the Fund —

(@} all fees, charges and money payable to the Institute under this Act ;

(B} all revenue from other sources both locally and international by ; and

{e) other money received by the Institute in the course of its operations
orin relation to the performance of its functions under this Act.

{3} There shall be paid out of the Fund —

(@} remuneretion and allowances of the Institute ;

(&} all expenditure incurred by the Council in the performance of its
functions under this Act ;

() such reasonable expenses and allowsnces of members of the Couneil,
commitiee members and other co-opted persons in respect of the time
spent on duties of the Council as applicable to similar Institutes ; and

(f) any other expenses incurred by the Couneil in the performance of
its functions under this AcL

(4] The Couneil may mvest money from the fund in any security created
or issued by or on behalf of the Government of the Federation or any other
security in Nigeria as may be approved by the council,

(5} The Council may en behalf of the Instinute, borrow money for the
purpose of running the Institute, which shall be paid into the Fund,
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T.—{1) The Council shall keep proper accounts and records on behalf
of the Institute in respect of each year, and the Council shall canse the accounts
to be sudited by an external auditor appointed from the list of auditors and in
accordance with the guidelines suppliad by the Auditor-General of the
Federation and the audited accounts submitted to the members at the general
meeting of the Institute.

(2) The Auditor appointed for the purpose of subsection (1) shall not be
a member of the Council,

Parr 1T — The REGsTRAR anvt THe Recister

8.—(1) The Council shall appoint a person knowledgeable in
environmental practice for not less than 10 years to be the Registrar of the
Institute, and other persons as the Council may deem necessary 1o assist the
Registrar in the performance of his functions under this Act.

(1) The Registrar shall be the Chief Executive officer of the Institute
and Secretary to the Council.

(3) The Kegistrar shall prepare and maintain 4 Repgister of names,
addresses, approved qualifications and other relevant particulars as may be
specified in the rules made by the Council, of all categories and classes of
members or persons registered as Environmental practitioners in the Country.

{4} The register shall consist of parts established according to professional
dizciplines approved by the Council and the Council shall review parts of the
disciplines as the need arises.

{5) The Council may make regulations with respect to the form, keeping
of the register, making of entries and in particular —

(@) regulate the making of applications for or registration, and providing
fior the evidence to be produced in support of applications ;

() provide for the notification to the Registrar, by the person to whom
any registered particulars relate, of any change in those particulars ;

(¢} authorise a registered person to have a qualification or work
experience which i in relation o the environment ; and

() specify the fees, including any registration fees, 1o be paid to the
institute in respect of the entry of names on the register and suthorise the

registrar to refuss o enter s name on the register until any fee specified for
the entry has been paid.

{6} Any rule made for the purpose of subsection (5} () shall not come
into effoct until it is approved by the Annual General Meeting.

Aupmniza]
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Dutics of the 9. The Registrar shall, as directed by the Council —
. () eorrect iy wrong eniry in the register ;
(&) wpdate the registered particulars of repistered persons |
(€} remove from the register the name of any registered person who
has dicd ; and
{ef) record the names of members of the Institute who arce in arrears (or
maone than six months in the payment of annunl or practicing fees amd to
take other actions, including removal of the name of deflier from the
register. as the Council may direct or require.
Fusdication 10.—{ 1) The Registrar shall ensure that —
o
il iy (@) the register or any comrections madc in it is printed, published and
ciTCction put on sale for members of the public nat Ixter than fwo years Trom the
commencement of s Act ; amd
(&) a print of cach edition of the register and of each list o corrections
arc deposited at the headquartiers of the Institute, and the Council shall
keep the register and list so deposited, available at all reasonable times Tor
mspection by members ol the public,
(2) A published copy of the register and any corrections thervin shall be
admissible in evidence to prove registration ol a person.
Parr IV — RiGsriamnon
Ripidratanm 11. The Cowncil shall register annually all gualified Frvironmental
o Practitioners and organisations who seck 1o be members of the Institiic and
Hr"m. " il enew their registration every two years.
il
(LT = T
Rales 2 jo 12—( 1) The Cowncil may make rules for —
T () prescrsbmng the amount mnd dote of the annual praclicing lees o
members of the Institte ;

(b} prescribing the form of license 1o practice to be issued -

(€} restricting the right to practice ol sy member in delaull wio continpes
for longer than such pericd as may be preseribed by the Council ;

{d) restricting the right to practice as 0 member il the gualification
granted outside Nigeria does not entitle the holder to practice is an
cnvirommental practilioner ; and

() preseribing the period of practical training and expericnees in lho
office of a member in practice, 1o be completed before person gualifics
for registration or 2 fieense to practice as environmental practitioner,
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(2) Rules when made shall, if the Chairman of the Council so direet, be
published in two widely circulated naticnal dailics and in the Institute”™s Joumal.

Parr V — Prosissional. Dhsoimume
13— 1) There is established the Environmental Practitioners Disciplinany
Committee (in this Act referred to as “the Disciplinary Commitiee™) champed
with the dity of considering and defermining any case of professional misconduct
refereed 1ot
{2} The Disciplinary Committes shall consist of a Chairman and four
other members ol the Couneil appointed by the Council.

{3} The gueram of the meeting ollthe Committee shall be three members,
mcluding the Chairman or in his absence, his nomines.

{43 The Disciplinary Committee shall conduct investigations into any
allegation against any registered member of the Institute for professional
misconduct or such other conduct thatl warranis proceedings against the
meinber belone the Disciplinary Commitice and shall make determination as
10 the member’s guilt or innocence.

(5) Where the Disciplinary Commilice determines that a registencd
member is guilty of misconduct, it shall refer the matter incloding all itx
proceedings and recommendidions (o the CouncH of the Institute and the Council
alill make delermination as 1o whether the member should be —

{er) reprimanded ; .

() suspended for 8 period not more than 12 months : or

() tleregistered.

(6) The Council may make rules ool inconsistent with this Act as o acks
which constitute professionnl miscondned.

{73 1T member is convicled of a criminnl offence by 8 count or tribunal of
competent jurisdiclion, the member’s name shinll be removed from the register.

(8} A person whose name is removed [rom the register onder a directive
of the Council under this section shall not be entitled 1o be registered ngain
cxiept in pursponce of & new dircetive in that behall given by the Couneil
upeny the application of that person, not ess than two years from the date on
which the person’s name wirk removed from the regisier.

H—{ 1} A person whe is not regisiered by the Institute bt holds himsel
out 55 8 registered member of the Instituie commits an olfence.

{2) A person who for the porpose of procuring registration as a member
ol the Instituie makes false —

() elnim as 1o his qualifcations or experiences,
(&) entry or willfully Malsifics the repister,

e aiial

et fices
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(3) A person who commits an offence under this Actis liable on
comviction —

{er} for an individual, to a fine not more than 500,000 or imprisonment
for a term not more than six months or both; or
(&) for a corporate organisation, a fine of at least 1,000,000,

{4) The Council shall carry out the review under subsection () every
five years,

15.—(1) The Council shall appoint the following Standing Committees —

() admission and registration committes :

(B) education and training commities r

{c} disciplinary committee -

(d} finance and general purpose committee ;and

(€} such numadhmmrmiﬂnm,mmymtun behalf of the Council,
such functions as the Council may determine,

(2} A commitice appointed under this section shall consist of the number
of persons determined by the Council of whom not more than one third may
be persons wha are members of the Council and a person other than a member
of the Council shail hold office on the committee in accordance with the terms
of the letter by which he is appointed.

(3} Membership of committees shall be drawn from registered members
outside Council who are professionally competent 1o be so appointed and
membership of any standing committee shall not be Joss than five and not
maore than seven and shall be chaired by 2 Council metnber s0 appointed.

(4) A decision of a committee of the Council shall be of no effect until
the Council considers and ratifies OF aPProves it

16. The Council shall preseribe rules and regulations, including fees to
be paid for registration and other purposes under this Act and when and how
such fees shall be paid.

7 The Council can admit persons to the Institute as Honorary Members,
provided that not more than five persons are sdmitted for o period of not kesy
than two years.

18. The Institute shall —
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{(f) encourage research into environmental and other related
subjects ; and

{¢) formulate and make mules and regulations guiding the use of the
library in particular and the Institute in general.

19. The Institute may own, register, transfer and receive properties in - Property of
its corporate name, i [nstiteile

20. In this Act — Interpretalian

"associafion’” means the association of Environmental Practitioners of
Migeria ;
“Institute” means the Institute of Environmental Practitioners of Migeria ;
“Emvironmental Practitioner”™ means a person who has the relevant
qualification in amy environmental science discipline, engineering and
technology, sciences and related disciplines, experience, attitude and
dedication towards the good health and well-being of the environment ;
“Minizter”™ means Minister responsible for Environment
“Council" means Governing Council of the Institute ;
“fees™ includes annual subscription
*Memher” means a registered member of the Institute ;
“Prociitiorers”™ means Environmental Practitioners
“register” means register of members ;
*Registror” means the Chief Executive of the Institute ; and
“Board of Fellows™ means a body of all Fellows of the Institute.

21. This Act may be cited as the Institute of Environmental Practitioners

of Nigeria (Establishment) Act, 2023, Citation
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SCHEDULE Seefion 2 (4)

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE INSTITUTE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL

|, Subjeet to provigions ol this Actand other applicable Taws, Couneil muay
make orders regulating its proceedings or these of any commitice it sets ).

2, Where standing orders made under paragraph | ol this Schedule
provide for Lhe Connil Lo co-opt persons whao are not members ol the Conncil,
such persons may advise the Council on any matter relerred o them By the
Coungil, but shall not be entitled to vote al o meeting of the Coomeil o count
Towards o AR LIRS

3. The Counci I may appoint one or mone commitiees (0 carry oul on ils
behall seeh Munetions as the Couneil may determine,

d. A committee nppoainted under this paragraph shall ¢onsist of such
number of persons a5 may be determined by the Council amd o person shall
hald office in secordance with the terms ol his appointment.

Meegings of the Cowmeif.

5, The council sholl meet whenever it is considerod necessary, but ot
least twice o year, by giving notice to all members concerned, il oast seven
dnvs bofore the mecting.

6, The Chairman shall preside ot every mdcting of the Covwneil nnd in his
absence, the Viee Chalrmn shall presicde,

7. Five members of the Couneil, other than the Clhaimmam shall fwem a
et sl fhe meetinge,

8. Unless otherwise provided inthis Act, decisions shall be by asimple
majority af the votes of the members present; but in the even thatequal vides
are cast, the person presiding sholl east the deeiding voie,

Lonnmiiiiees

9, Subject o standing orders, the Council may appoint e or more
committees o curry out o its behalCseeh dutios asthe Counctl may determine
and make necessary repors,

10, A commitiee appointed under pamgropl 9 shall consi ol the number
al persons te be determingd by the Council and nol more i the ome-ird of
thiese persany My be porsons wha re not members of the Coanet and o
persen other thin a member ol the Couneil may held ofTiee o e Uimmiliee
in geeardance with the letter of appointment provided
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11, The quorum of any committes set up hy the Council shall be
defermined by the Council
Mixcelfare ohs

12, The afixing of the scal of the [nstitute shall be authenticated by
signature of the Chairman and some other members authorised generilly o
specinlly by the counci] to aet for thal purpose,

13, A document purporiing io be an instrument issucd by the Institute,
alTixed with the seal of the Institute and anthenticated in the manmer provided
by the foregaing parageaph, shall be received in evidence nnd deemed 1o be
{he instrument without furllier proof, unless there is proof otherwise,

14. A contract or instrument which, i made or executed by 2 person
et her than & body corporate, would not be required to be under zeal, it made
by o excecuted on belalf ol the Council by any person suthorised generally of
specinlly by the Council to pel For that purpose.

15. The validily of o proveeding of the council shall not be atfected by -

(e} 0 vircaney in the membership of the Coungil ;
(%) o defect in the appointment of a member af the Coungil | or
{o) reason that o person not entitled to do sotook part in the procecdings.

b6, A memberof the Council and a person holding effice on a commitice
ol the Council, who hasa personal inféredt in a4 contraet or gn arrangemesn
eifered into or proposed 10 be considered by the Coungil or the commitiee
shall immediately disclose his interest o the coumeil or committee amd shall
not vole on any question relating to that contract or arcengement.

|, centify, in accordance with Section 2 (1) of the Acts Authentication Act,
Cap. A2, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004, that this is a true copy of
the 13ill passed by both Houses of the Mational Assembly,

U O AL, Finia, feia
Clork ro e Natiomal Assembly
Il Dhay of My, 2023.

Eacpr A nArciizy BLMOIeAnILL

Thix Act establishes the Institute of Enviconmental Practitioners of Nigera o
regulate the netivities of it members, ;
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